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The Leave No Trace  
Hot Spot Program & the A.T. 

 
2015 is the fifth year that the Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics, headquartered in Boulder, CO, has offered its 
Hot Spot program to bring awareness to popular outdoor destinations that are being damaged due to overuse and 
irresponsible use. Out of 83 nominations, 12 Hot Spots were selected nationwide for 2015. One site chosen as a 2015 Hot 
Spot was McAfee Knob, believed to be the first Leave No Trace Hot Spot on the A.T. Read about RATC and ATC’s 
experience with the Hot Spot program below! 

Each Hot Spot receives a week-long visit from a team of Subaru/Leave No Trace Traveling Trainers. Traveling Trainers 
travel across the country in a hybrid Subaru conducting free hands-on educational workshops that teach people how to 
protect and enjoy the outdoors responsibly.  

Planning and promoting a week of workshops and events with the Traveling Trainers is a lot of work, but the Hot Spot 
week can bring a groundswell of increased awareness and attention to an area that is experiencing negative human 
impacts. Traveling Trainers can also be requested for events and shorter appearances through the website www.lnt.org. 

There are many sites along the A.T. that are good candidates for Hot Spot designation. ATC would like to work with clubs 
to strategically identify the places where this program can be most effective and to support Trail Club nominations 
whenever possible. Questions for Trail Clubs: 

x Recognizing that we were lucky to get one Hot Spot designation on the AT this year, what do you think 
ATC’s strategy should be for pursuing this program trail wide? 
 

x How can ATC work with clubs to ensure that AT Hot Spot nominations are best positioned and that there 
are not competing nominations in a given year? 

2015 Leave No Trace Hot Spot: McAfee Knob 
 

September 23-30, 2015 
Roanoke Appalachian Trail Club and ATC-VARO Office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send your ideas to your regional Leave No Trace committee member: Leanna, Kathryn, Marian or Alison or to 
leavenotrace@appalachiantrail.org 

Steph and Andy, Subaru/Leave No Trace 
Traveling Trainers at McAfee Knob 

Workshop with 1st and 3rd grade 
classes from Christiansburg 

RATC 
Workshop 

Hollins University 
Outdoor Program 

The Traveling 
Trainer Subaru 

From Sept. 23-30, Traveling Trainers Steph Whatton 
and Andy Mossey led workshops and events for diverse 
audiences in the Roanoke and New River Valleys, 
teaching Leave No Trace skills and awareness with 
McAfee Knob as the focal point. A few highlights: 

Approximately 350 people participated in Hot Spot 
events. 

266 participants were students. (Elementary, Middle, 
High School, and College) 

In spite of torrential rain, 12 volunteers showed up for 
the week’s centerpiece: a National Public Lands Day 
volunteer workday. 

Workshops and events offered for: 

RATC Members ● USFS Staff ● Friends of the Blue 
Ridge Parkway ● Roanoke River Greenway 
Commission ● General Public ● Christiansburg and 
Falling Branch Elementary Schools ● Northside Middle 
School ●Cave Spring Middle School ● Hidden Valley 
High School ● Roanoke College ● Hollins University 


